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Mr. lae's lively appreciation of the social dangers
of which lis book furnishesa warning does not pres
yont his writing in a meaderate, fudictons, and
candid temper. He recognizes the sinocerity of the
party whose 1 Wlaeies it is his object to exposs, and
he is veady to adimit the justice of many of their
complaints; while in surveving the present comdi-
tion and prospects of the social contlict he shows no
suseeptibibity to exaggeratod alarms,  His eantion
and eqnanimity make his cone lusions all the more
jinpressive, e reminds us in his introdnetion that
the only tope of socialism whieh retains vitulity in
onr slay is thut of the demociatie revolution.  The
philanthropie andd experimental forms, reprise mied
w communities ™ to which Awerica has
given o ready hospit tality, and connecte ul very often
with religions ideas, are prac tically extinet; but
politienl socialism, after a lonie period of gniescence,
has reappeared with a great deal of the destructive
and furious streugth of the French olutionary
era, and presents itself now ouly in ity most v inlent
aspect, 1t ix no longer a se diewe of econonnesl ve-
forn : it is a project of sweeping orgnnic ¢ hange. It
Proposes to reconstiinte socicty enticely in thein-
ferests of the labormg elasses, This st be dlone
By the ageney of the State: aud the fiest step there
fore is to overthrow the existing order s re-
establish the State npon the exclusive busis of
labor. No citizen shall then enjoy withont Lbor-
jne, no eitizen shall labor without enjoving: the
Jand aud the fustraments of production shall be the
common property of wll who labor: the wealth of
the Nation shall be emoyed by those whoe have
made it by the work of therr hands: and the State
Being ouly the organized will of the people—that is,
of the laboring class, which is a majority of the
poople—shall undertake the redistribution and ad-
ministration of preperty under the new systom,
The essence therefore of contemporary socialism,
@ the Revolutionary Socialist Iy racy,” is 18 m-
voeation of the power of the 8ate to promote the
of the laboring class as against
all other classes, Indead it s only to the lahboring
elass, using that designation m its familine re-
stricted sense, thit socialism coneedes any social or
political rights at all,  In respeet 1o i< theories of
administeation the socialist democracy  may Lie
divided iuto two main branches: one, which pre
dombnntes in Germnay, ammsat o strong centralized
government ; the other seeks o more or Joss loose
form  of  federalism, with o warked  tendeney
townrd = anarchiv,” or the abmbition of all supevior
government, aml s a favorite ieal iu Franee, in
Kpain, and among the Nibilists of Russiae Nrlilism
i i fact only an extrene phase of sovialism, nml
of the
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Phie vonteetion betweon socinlism and atheism is
a abgndeant syoptoms wpon whiele Mo Kae Tivs not
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pirty gonerallve * Attucks on yelighon, patriotism,
the fadly, are very weial gecessories of  thelr
practival agitutions overywhoere,  As dustilutivun

aidl boliehs are seen to lond stevngth 1o caet other,
teoth st on edee against one ave eastly hronght to
goish ap all” Willielm Mare, who was one of the
priveipal Hterary apostles o Germun soclindism
some venrs nuo, sl the founder of # Youmg Gevr-
many " i Switeerlanl, wrote; * W nre coutent
to lay down the fonndation of the revolution,  We
shiall ave deserved well of B0 we stie hatesd and
conteript against all existing  institntions,  We
wake war against all prevailing wleas, of veliglon, of
thie State, of conntry, of patriotism,  The klea of
God 15 the kevstone of a perverted avilization, It
must e destroyed, The true root of liberty, of
equality, of culture, s atheism,  Nothing mnst re-

steain  the spontaneity of the human  mind.”
Fricdrich  Feuerbach, whose # Religion = of the
Futnre " was a favorite and standard work with the

thot * Man alone is onr God, aur
our rwIl'l-:ll--r. ouE Lrge Illillll‘, o

Kocialists, decla
father, onr bl
Iaw and rale, the alpha and omega of our political,
moral, pulille and domestie Life and work.  There is
atton but by wan” There is nobody above

o K
m ind there 8 no hieher desting for man than
e eratification of lus appetite for pleasare

which is & holy unpulse, M, de Laveleye sava of
pome of the socialist meetings which he attended
e f patn that * they were asaslly held in charolies
withdrawn from worslup,” and that % from the
clevation of the pulpit the omtors attacked every-
thing that nsed 1o be exalted there, God, religon,
the priests, the il The digcourses were white
hot. but the andience remained ealm,  Many
wonen were seate]l on the ground working, nurs-
fng ther infants, and lstening with attention as to
o sermon, It was the very image of 03" Al over
the continent the demoeratie sentiment is atheistie,
A distinguishosd cconomist, M, Paul Leroy-DBeaulou,
fx quoted by Mro Rae as remarking * that the preva-
Tenee of socialistic ideas is targely due to the decline
of religions faith among the working classes, 1l
thers » ouly the life, they feel they
wust  realize  their  ideal here and  realize
it guickly, or tiey will never realize it at all,. How-
ever this may be, the fact is certain that most con-
temporaty sochidists have torned their e ks on
religion,  They sometimes sovak of it with a kind
of supprossed  and sorthal bitterness as of o friend
that bhas proved faithless: * We are not atheists,
we have sioply done with God'!  They seem to
feol that if there be o God, He is at any rate no God
for them, that He s the God of the rich, and cares
nothing for the poor: and there s vein of most
toching, thongh most  ilagieal reproach in their
hostility toward a Deity whom thes yet declire to
have no existence.  They say in their heart, There
is no God, or only one whom they deeline o serve
for He is vo friend to the laboriug wan, and Lias
never all these conturies done auytliog for lam.”
The guestion wlether socinlism s the inevitable
corollary of democracy isone of thedeepest penetiend
almportance,  * For democracy,” savs M. Hae, ¥ in
alieaty bere, amld 0t present engieed oevery
eountry of Entope in the very work of teorganizing
al system into harmony with democratic
requircients.”  Bub he de Jivres miost coutidently
that the natural tendeney of democracy 18 not to
pocinlism. A vomplote proof of that is the fact that
democracy hns in full Vloom in Ameriea for
more than a century without developing any soeal-
Jstie tatnt,  The Laboring elass is politi ally every
thing in this country, and yet has never shown a
desire toanteriore with the freedom of  property.
The soctalistic agitation in the United States s
confined to the German domigrants of yesterduy
and M B bt Tnve aedded thist one roason why
we think so bittle of ftis that the fmoderant has
wlwavs dropped it as soon as he has becowe one of
us. What then wr the combitions which favor the
socinlistic movement ! Mr. Hae holids that it is
most aeately and widely developed i those conin
tries where, tiest, the socinl condit ol the Jower
cluwses in mont precacions ;. second, where politioal
e ey s alroedly nomatier ol ]-n|ll|Iul' W ttibaen |
andd thind, where provious sevolutions have left b
hindd thesn an wnguiet atd revolubionury spirit,
All these conditions wre notably  present in Gers
many and Germany is the eonntry w which socil-
fmn bas made the most remarkable and rapid
advance,  Mr. Rae spenks of the alarm croated ut
Berlin by recent sdications of the growth of the
Sockal Demoeratle party, and sinee the pubilication
of his book that party Das mode aomore striking
display of its power.  In Austria there is groat iis-
teesn oty the peasautey, and o wo bear less of
povialistic agitation there than in the German
Ewpiro that is partly beeanse demonstiations are
soverely repressed. uud partly becanse the socialists
of Austrin have beon taught toadopt an opportiiis
policy, amd to co-operate with the Liberal bour-
geoise i overturning the arstoerncy amd the chiureh
before  attempting any thing further.  Of the
strength of socialinin Frauce Mr Ras writes
gomew hiat loosely. The revolutionary element of
the towna s of conrse furiously socialistie, gud it
belongs for the most part to the extreme or nilil-
istie type: bhut our attt hor reposes i the conserva-
tive instinets of the peasantry a confidence which
the history of Yranee, it secus o us, will not jus-
tify. In Delgium bLie thinks that socialism has lost
groand—a result which may be attributod in part
10 the eftect of free institutions and free discussion,
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sud 1 part to the kindly relations which geaerslly |

prevall botween the workingmen and thelr employ-
ers. Rocont events, however, leadd ns to saspeat
that"Mr, Rae's conclusions with respect to Belginm
are over sangiune,  Switzerland has heen a favorite
meeting place of socialists, bt has very fow social-
ists of its own; its people are contented and

PrOSPETOTIR,
than that of ourown country of the salutary in-
wocial

fluence of demoerabie  institutions upon
opder, Ttaly, Spain aml Rnssia are the most rev-
olutionary countries in Europe— —~all are harassed
by tinancial disorler, execssivet taxation, an over-
burdened peasantry, and a panperized proletariat ;
and i these countries wo find, as we wight expect,
that socialisin has pssumed its worst form of nihil-
ism or aparchism,  Women here ara its most rabid
propagators - and it may be adiid thnt the athestic
spirit manifests an aimost unparalleled acerbity.
England s the only conntry of Eureps in whivh
socialism Las not ganed a snre footholl; aud Ene-
land is theddespair of the contine ntal  agitator,
“ Bwery requisite for revalntion is there, and yet
The yeounry ure gone,

the people will not rise
Tu-

The land has come into the hands of a few.
dustry s earcied on by great eontral zed cavital,
The laborers ave thronged in large towns CThe
English,! says Eugene Dupont, a leading mewber
of the International, * possess all the materials nee-
essary for the social rmu]lltllm. bt they lack IIu-
generalizing spirit anil the revolutionay passion.

This, however, isn philosonlical phrse w hich ex-
plams nothiige, The fact i, a8 Mr. Rae shows in
diftereut chapters,of his book, the industrial ¢ lnsses
although they are far worse off than
those of America, are Ly no means in the hopeless
poverty of their continental hrethren ; they have
ettected many improvements in their condition by
their own aetion:  they see no reason to despair ot
making wuch further progress under the existing
wocial arrangements s they are naturally patient
and  persevering, and lave never been Tirought

of Fugland,

to the state of mind wherein any change
promises  to be  a change for the hetter. In
spite of  the aragregation of land and capital,

aml the depressing efteet of the Enghsh trado
system upon waees, the condition of the English
Poor does setnew Bat improve,

There 18 another clement in the
problem which Mr, Rae toushes lightly and then
Jots pass. That is the religions element. The elose
connection between stheism and socialism his been
poted ; Lt it is not satisfactorily explained. Mauy
writers hastily assumne that social reformers are
oblieed to array themselves against the clerey he-
cause the Cliuren has wade itselt the bulwark of
conservatism absolutism and established institu-
thone generally, This theory, however, w il not ae-
contt for the facts,  Socialistie atheism < not =0
wiieh hostility too estallished  clinrehes ast is a
passionate revolt against the supernatural, and the
rancor with which it s manifested in difteront
connitries boars no discoverable relation to the atti-
S of the dittorent national chnrches, tn Ttaly, for
exatpde, where the Chareh has meddled most with
wiannres of palitien] repression, unbeliel is much
Tews atigry i exprossion than in Franee, where the
terconrse hotween e elorgy sk the connen
prople s boen partientarly cordial ¢ owhile in Frot
extant Germany, s here the power of the Cunreliis
voduesd to Detle more than the personal inflaenee
of the prosylicrs, the Almighty secis to e reigaridind
with o hateed which s appalling,  In Englaml,
aphin, the estabiblshod Clinechom o formidable: bl
wirk of the existing sreangements of socle v, ad
yot there (s not ek animosity in the provailing
shepticmn,  which with the upper and muddle
classes 18 aonero fashion of philosophy, and with the
lower ¢lusses is @ more stolul mdiderenee,  Mr. Riae,
wo snspect, appronches the tene explanation of the
connection i gquestion when e speaks of socialism
as the logieal outgrowth of materiahstie theories of
happriness, e Toequeville remarks  that the
passion for material woll-being has no che kin a
demoeratic community exeept relighon, anid that if
peligion in snel a community were to deeline then
liberty would perish, Olviously of there is no tod
and no hereafter, the highest object of man is to
make himself ns comfortable as possible m this I,
awdd the bighest civilization s that in waich the
greatest number attain this gratitication of theirap-
petites. Nor s it elear upon what proeiple, if the
supernatnral is diseanded, along with the conle of
ethics founded upon it, the majority can be for-
hidden to conliscato aud divide property, or do any
thing else whatever, it they desm it conducive to
their bappiness,  To the atheist who bas adopted
the mutertalistie aims, the idea of God heeomes not
merely @ tax apon los eredulity, but an e romnh-
went upon his hberty, the assertion of usorped
anthority, an iovasion lerotesque as the notion
seems of his theory of egnality,

Now it 18 undoubtedly in part to the peraistence
of the religions sentiment in England and Ameriea
that the weakness of socialism an those countries,
potwithstauding their almost funatical regard for
waterinl progress, wust be attributed.  But there is
auother safeguard of society which shouhl uot be
overlooked, That is the spirit of liberty, Socinlism
1% hasedd upon an exaggerated mespeet for equality
conpled with a contempt for persoual freedom,  The
soculist desives a rigorous and lov ling equality so
intensely that in order to obtain it heis ready o es
tabilish o cruslung despotisi. Henee it s that on
the Continent of Europe sherever the sochilist
demoeraey Las come to theffront it bas proved itself
more tyrannieal than any form of monarchy.  In
Fuglaud, althongh the democratic sporit is increas-
i, there s never been any great nopst enee of
socinl distinetions,  In America equality has aiways
hewen s mael & it ter of eonrse that we hinve never
fretred about ot Dut individual liberty and per-
songl vights are cheniched among us and aong the
raen fromn whicl we sprang, with an nlense aml
noble passion,  For them we have hoth fonght and
suflered: and there must be a great, o radical
change i oonr character, before we cousent to sur
render them for the benetit of any cconvm.cal vX-
periment,
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